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Mr.  Kidder  rose  and  said  : — I  feel  it 
ly  duty,  before  the  final  passage  of  this 
ill,  to  present  to  the  Senate  some  of  the 
umerous  objections  I  have  to  its  different 
rovisions.  During  its  progress  through 
jcond  reading,  I  was  not  disposed  to  tres- 
ass  upon  the  time  of  this  body,  for  I  well 
new  that  every  arrangement  had  been 
lade — that  it  was  doomed  to  pass,  and 
rat  no  discussion  of  its  principles  could 
rrest  its  progress.  Besides,  I  was  desi¬ 
tus  that  its  friends  should  have  every  op- 
ortunity  to  mould  it  into  form,  and  present 
w%h  all  its  improvements  for  our  final 
ansideration.  It  is  now  before  us  on  its 
nal  passage — its  merits  and  deformities 
re  before  us,  and  fearless  of  consequences, 
shall  array  myself  against  it. 

This  bill  presents  one  of  the  most  im- 
ortant  propositions  that  has  ever  been 
rought  before  the  Legislature,  and  in- 
olves  an  entire  change  in  the  management 
four  internal  improvementsystem.  The 
rst  section  provides  for  the  election  of 
le .Canal  Commissioners  by  the  people  at 
lie  next  election,  and  the  second  section 
roposes  to  legislate  the  present  Board  out 
f  office  within  ten  days,  and  the  vacancy 
upplied  by  an  election  by  the  Legislature, 
^he  Senator  from  Lehigh,  (Mr.  Gibons,) 
eclares  himself  in  favor  of  the  first,  but 
pposed  to  the  second,  but  for  reasons  sat- 
factory  to  myself  I  am  opposed  to  both ; 
ad  should  this  bill  become  a  law,  I  predict 
tat  it  will  be  productive  of  more  perni- 
ious  consequences  to  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth,  than  any  measure  that  has 
ver  been  sprung  upon  them.  The  cry 
as  been  raised  that  the  people  call  for  this 
»easure,  and  its  advocates  loudly  proclaim 
tat  they  ask  for  it;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
ssume  the  ground  that  this  is  not  so. 
>ot  a  single  petition  has  been  sent  to  this 


branch  of  the  Legislature  in  its  favor,  that 
has  come  under  my  observation,  except 
the  one  presented  the  other  morning  by 
the  Senator  from  Franklin,  (Mr.  M’Lana- 
han.) 

Mr.  Sullivan — I  have  presented  some. 

I  was  not  aware  that  any  had  been  pre¬ 
sented,  except  the  one  referred  to.  If  the 
Senator  from  Butler  has  presented  any,  the 
circumstance  had  escaped  my  observation. 
With  these  two  exceptions,  then,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  great  Commonwealth,  whose 
interests  are  to  be  so  deeply  affected,  have 
been  silent  upon  this  floor.  If  public  opin¬ 
ion  is  in  favor  of  this  bill,  how,  I  would  ask, 
has  that  opinion  been  canvassed  ?  How 
has  it  been  gathered?  And  through  what 
sources  has  it  been  obtained?  Not  by  pe¬ 
tition,  or  any  other  legitimate  mode.  No, 
sir,  we  must  look  deeper  for  the  source  of 
this  relentless  crusade  against  the  present 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and  before 
I  close  I  shall  endeavor  to  develope  the 
hidden  mysteries  of  this  movement,  and 
show  up  some  of  its  prominent  actors  to 
the  light  of  day.  The  present  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  are  to  be  legislated  out  of  office! 
What  have  they  done?  Has  a  single 
charge  been  sustained  against  them  ?  I* 
there  one  allegation  sustained  by  proof, 
that  reflects  upon  their  honesty,  integrity, 
or  capacity  ?  I  learn  from  a  printed  docu¬ 
ment  before  me,  purporting  to  be  a  speech 
delivered  by  the  Speaker  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  that  one  charge 
has  been  preferred,  which  I  will  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Penniman  rose  to  a  point  of  order — 
He  would  inquire  whether  the  Senator  had 
a  right  to  bring  in  question  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  ? 

Mr.  Kidder  resumed— I  refer,  Mr.  Speak- 
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er,  to  what  is  placed  upon  record,  and 
embodied  in  a  tangible  form  by  the  Speak¬ 
er  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This 
has  become  public  property,  and  teeming 
with  the  grossest  misrepresentations  against 
the  Commissioners,  it  has  been  circulated 
by  the  thousand  over  this  Commonwealth, 
for  the  purpose  I  suppose  of  manufacturing 
public  opinion.  Weeks  have  passed  by, 
and  these  imputations  have  not  been  an¬ 
swered;  and  has  it  come  to  this,  that  three 
respectable  men  are  to  be  slandered  in  a 
public  pamphlet,  and  arraigned  at  the  bar 
of  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time,  deni¬ 
ed  the  poor  privilege  of  making  a  defence  ? 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  Senator 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  Kidder — I  will  then  proceed  to  the 
charge  I  have  adverted  to — it  is  as  follows  : 

“I  refer  to  the  excursion  on  the  North 
Branch,  because  it  is  an  item  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  charges.  And  what,  sir,  is  that?  The 
Canal  Commissioners  on  a  tour  of  exami¬ 
nation,  employed  boats  and  horses  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  sir,  was  one  of  the  invited 
guests,  and  a  very  pleasant  time  we  had. 
Onboard  we  had  first  rate  cogniac,  lemons, 
and  lump  sugar  as  white  as  the  snow  on 
Mount  Blanc.  I  partook  of  it  too,  but  I 
thought  it  was  paid  for  by  the  gentleman 
who  furnished  the  boat.  The  gentleman 
from  Northampton  the  other  day  read  in 
his  place  the  affidavit  of  John  M’Rey- 
nolds,  the  supervisor,  who  swears  that 
when  the  party  arrived  at  Northumberland, 
the  Commissioners  directed  him  to  enter 
the  expenses  upon  the  check  roll  as  day 
labor !” 

This  is  the  charge  we  find  embodied  in 
a  printed  speech  delivered  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  other  branch,  and  I  am  authorized 
by  those  implicated  to  pronounce  it  a  tissue 
of  falsehood  and  misrepresentation,  and  in 
justice  to  the  highminded  and  honorable 
men  implicated,  I  will  state  what  I  have 
learned  to  be  the  facts.  In  the  spring  of 
1842,  the  Commissioners  took  a  tour  to  the 
west,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
public  works,  and  came  around  by  the 
North  Branch  canal  to  Wilkesbarre.  They 
came  there  strangers,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  public  duties.  At  this  time  there  was 
a  supervisor,  having  charge  of  sixteen 
miles  of  canal,  and  a  collector  of  tolls  resi¬ 
ding  at  Wilkesbarre,  both  appointed  at  the 
special  instance  and  request  of  the  author 


of  the  speech  in  question.  As  these  offi¬ 
cers  enjoyed  high  salaries  with  but  little  to 
do,  they  had  ample  leisure  to  show  “the 
most  disinterested  attention  to  the  Canal 
Commissioners.  When  the  duties  of  their 
mission  was  accomplished,  these  officials, 
as  it  was  publicly  declared,  chartered  a 
small  boat  to  take  them  down  the  canal, 
and  some  refreshments  were  sent  on  board 
by  some  of  the  citizens  of  Wilkesbarre. 
The  Commissioners  remonstrated  agai^t 
this  parade,  but  to  no  purpose.  Its  origi¬ 
nators  vied  with  each  other  in  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  hospitality.  They  started  off, 
and  when  it  arrived  at  its  place  of  destina¬ 
tion,  the  Commissioners  insisted  upon  pay¬ 
ing  to  the  utmost  farthing,  for  what  had 
been  furnished,  but  not  one  cent  would  be 
received.  Oh  !  no — the  rules  of  hospitality 
must  not  be  violated,  and  for  months 
these  signal  attentions  were  the  boast  and 
pride  of  some  who  conferred  them.  But 
as  time  rolled  on,  the  services  of  these 
office  holders  were  dispensed  with.  In 
carrying  out  those  great  principles  of  re¬ 
trenchment  and  reform,  so  loudly  demand¬ 
ed  by  the  people,  the  Canal  Commissioners 
had  the  impudence  to  employ  the  pruning 
knife  upon  the  North  Branch  !  Then  trouble 
began  to  tnicken — the  expenses  of  hospi¬ 
tality  were  estimated  by  the  sober  rule  of 
dollars  and  cents,  and  by  a  magical  influ¬ 
ence  were  transferred  to  the  check  roll  of 
John  M’Reynolds,  one  of  the  supervisors. 
In  process  of  time  he  too  was  reformed  oul 
of  office,  and  then  comes  the  ex  parte  affi¬ 
davit  of  that  individual,  so  triumphantly 
referred  to  by  the  author  of  this  charge. 
Of  John  M’Reynolds  I  have  nothing  tc 
say,  further  than  in  this  transaction  his 
position  is  a  very  dubious  one.  He  was  i 
public  officer,  and  in  rendering  his  accoup$ 
to  the  Auditor  General,  he  is  required  tc 
make  oath  of  their  correctness.  If  there 
fore,  he  embraced  this  charge  in  his  checi 
roll,  he  violated  his  oath,  for  he  must  hav< 
known  that  it  was  improper  and  illegal 
The  fact  that  we  hear  not  one  word  abou 
it  until  he  is  dismissed  from  office,  in  con 
nection  with  the  positive  assertions  of  thi 
Commissioners  of  the  falsehood  of  th< 
allegations,  should  be  sufficient  to  set  thii 
foul  slander  at  rest.  The  meanness  of  thi 
charge  can  only  be  estimated  by  the  mo 
tives  that  prompted  it,  and  the  respectabli  I 
citizens  of  Wilkesbarre,  will  learn  wit! 
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deep  mortification  that  their  own  acts  of 
hospitality  and  kindness,  have  become  a 
subject  of  grave  accusation  against  three 
strangers  on  whom  they  were  conferred. 

This,  then,  is  the  only  charge  of  a  tan¬ 
gible  character  that  can  be  brought  against 
these  men,  and  we  have  seen  that  this  is 
destitute  of  foundation,  and  the  question 
recuis  what  have  they  done  to  meet  this 
attack  ? 

cMr.  Penniman  again  rose  to  a  point  of 
arder,  and  protested  against  the  Senator’s 
idverting  to  what  transpired  in  the  other 
aranch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Kidder.  I  protest  against  these 
ionstant  interruptions— -the  Speaker  has 
.1  ready  decided  that  I  am  not  out  of  order; 
am  commenting  upon  what  appears  in  a 
mblic  speech,  and  has  it  come  to  this,  that 
liree  of  our  most  respected  citizens  who 
re  arraigned  before  the  Legislature  shall 
ot  be  heard  in  this  body,  under  the  flimsy 
retext  that  these  gross  attacks  were  made 
i  the  other  branch  ?  Whilst  the  storm  was 
tging  there,  one  of  the  Canal  Comrnis- 
oners  who  has  grown  grey  in  the  public 
js^ice,  and  whose  character  will  compare 
ith  any  other  citizen  of  this  Common- 
ealth,  was  standing  in  the  lobby,  when 
e  ^on*  Speaker  of  that  body  assailed 
m  personally,  and  with  a  significance  pe- 
diarly  his  own,  held  him  up  to  ridicule 
id  contempt.  I  was  present  and  never  did 
witness  a  more  cowardly  and  uncalled 
r  attach  !  All  this,  appears  also  in  a 
inted  speech,  and  yet  it  is  said  that  these 
ings  are  not  a  fit  subject  for  comment 

. wonder  that  the  origina- 
rs  of  this  bill  are  disposed  to  suppress 
ate.  Why,  sir,  there  was  an  attempt 
ade  here  this  morning  to  strangle  all  dis- 
ssion,  by  calling  the  previous  question. 
Plat  every  voice  should  be  hushed  in  de¬ 
ice  of  these  men,  who  have  been  marked 
the  victims  of  this  cruel  and  relentless 
ysecution  ;  but  thanks  to  the  justice  of 
i  senate,  this  call  was  not  susta.ned. 
Assuming  the  position  that  these  men 
•!  honest  and  capable,  what  are  we  called 

l°  d°  un,der  provisions  of  this 
1  o  legislate  them  at  once  out  of  of* 

i  r  i  Ju11*1?  ten  days  elect  three  other 
n  •  ...Why  do  this  ?  If  they  are  faith* 
public  servants  as  I  shall  hereafter  show 
b5»  why  the  necessity  of  this 
lflge  •  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  single 


reason  assigned  for  this  extraordinary 
course,  and  I  believe  none  can  be  assigned. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  meanest  citizen  of  our 
and,  if  charged  with  an  offence,  can  proud¬ 
ly  claim  the  right  of  confronting  his  accu¬ 
ser  face  to  face.  This  heritage  he  derives 
Irom  the  constitution  of  our  country,  which 
throws  around  him  its  protecting  shield, 
tie  can  demand  a  fair  and  impartial  trial. 
1  his  is  his  birth-right;  but  what  do  we 
propose  to  do  here  ?  to  violate  these  »reat 
principles  which  are  the  safeguard  of  e^very 
citizen,  and  as  far  as  in  your  power  to  try 
and  convict  three  honest  and  capable  pub* 
lie  officers  without  witnesses  and  without 
testimony.  If  they  are  dishonest,  impeach 
them— but  let  not  the  Senate  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  degrade  itself,  by  punishing  public 
officers  for  honestly  discharging  their  duty. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of 
this  movement.  The  present  Commis¬ 
sioners  when  they  came  into  office  obeyed 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  people,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  most  extensive  reforms  in  our 
improvement  system.  In  carrying  them 
out,  it  became  necessary  to  dismiss  a  large 
number  of  useless  office  holders,  belonging 
to  the  same  political  party  with  themselves? 
i  his  was  a  painful  but  a  necessary  duty, 
and  we  cannot  too  much  admire  their  man¬ 
ly  firmness  in  discharging  it,  unmoved  by 
tne  threats  of  vengeance  every  where  ut¬ 
tered.  I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  an  official 
statement  showing  the  dismissal  of  about 
one  hundred  officeholders  from  our  canals 
and  railroads  during  the  last  year  !  Al¬ 
most  every  man  whose  services  have  been 
dispensed  with,  feels  that  he  is  hardly 
dealt  by,  and  he  and  his  friends,  (for  every 
man  has  friends,)  are  spiriting  on  this  at¬ 
tack,  hoping  that  under  a  new  arrange¬ 
ment  of  things,  their  valuable  services  may 
be  brought  into  requisition.  Their  disap¬ 
pointment  has  resolved  itself  into  the  bit¬ 
terest  hostility  against  the  present  Board, 
but  even  these  men  goaded  almost  to  mad- 
ness  by  the  loss  of  their  stations,  have 
tailed  to  sustain  a  single  solitary  charge 
against  the  Commissioners  !  We  hear 
nothing  but  clamor  and  sweeping  denuncia¬ 
tion,  which  have  swelled  upon  every  breeze 
and  hurried  the  other  branch  of  the  Legia- 
lature  into  the  passage  of  this  bill !  In 
at  c  ition  to  this,  the  Canal  Commissioners 
have  reduced  materially  the  salaries  of 
those  retained  upon  the  lines,  until  we 
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have  the  gratifying  exhibitions  of  an  actual 
saving  from  these  reductions  alone,  during 
the  last  year,  of  seventy-three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-Jive  cents.  I  challenge  the  closest  scru¬ 
tiny  into  this  statement,  compiled  irom 
facts  and  figures.  This,  however,  refers 
only  to  the  retrenchment  actually  made  by 
the  Commissioners  themselves,  when  it  is 
well  known  that  the  different  supervisors 
under  their  direction,  have  introduced  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  number  of 
men  and  pay  under  their  control.  By  a 
personal  inspection  of  every  branch  of  our 
improvements,  they  have  been  able  to  judge 
of  the  character  and  capacity  of  their  dif¬ 
ferent  agents,  and  have  retained  only  such 
as  are  found  to  be  faithful  public  officers. 

The  Columbia  railroad,  so  far  from 
yielding  a  revenue  to  the  Commonwealth, 
heretofore  has  been  a  source  of  heavy  ex¬ 
pense,  but  since  the  present  Commission¬ 
ers  came  into  office,  a  result  of  the  most 
gratifying  character  has  been  exhibited.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  another  official  statement, 
showing  conclusively,  that  the  actual  re¬ 
duction  of  expenses  on  that  road,  under 
the  management  of  the  present  board, 
amounts  to  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dol¬ 
lars  and  eleven  cents  per  day — nine  thou¬ 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
seventy-nine  cents  per  month ,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cents  a  year.  And  from  March  1,  1842, 
to  March  1,  1843,  the  Columbia  railroad 
has  actually  yielded  a  clear  revenue  to  the 
Commonwealth,  of  one  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  six¬ 
teen  dollars!  I  challenge  the  closest  scru¬ 
tiny  into  this  statement,  and  am  prepared 
to  prove  its  fidelity  in  every  particular.  It 
must  be  recollected,  too,  that  the  business 
upon  this  road  during  the  past  year,  did 
not  much  exceed  one-half  the  amount  of 
former  years,  and  if  it  formerly  brought 
the  Commonwealth  in  debt,  how  highly 
should  we  estimate' the  management  of  the 
present  Commissioners,  who  under  all  of 
the  discouraging  circumstances  that  sur¬ 
rounded  them,  have  made  it  yield  to  our 
exhausted  treasury,  within  the  last  year, 
near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars !  Is  it 
for  this  that  they  are  to  be  legislated  out  of 
office — slandered  and  denounced  by  the 
servants  of  the  people  ? 


For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  attack  upon  the  Commissioners 
in  its  true  light,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
compare  the  views  of  some  of  its  promi¬ 
nent  actors  two  years  ago,  with  their  pre¬ 
sent  position.  It  will  be  recollected,  that 
during  the  session  of  1841,  a  celebrated 
committee  was  formed  of  which  Mr.  Light 
ner  of  Allegheny  was  chairman,  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  certain  charges 
against  the  then  Canal  Commissioners 
connected  with  the  Columbia  railroad 
The  Senator  from  the  county,  (Mr.  Penni 
man,)  and  the  present  Speaker  of  th< 
House,  (Mr.  Wright,)  were  members  o 
that  committee.  They  held  their  session  j 
in  Philadelphia,  and  examined  witnesse 
touching  the  charges  preferred.  Amon 
others,  if  I  rightly  recollect.,  it  was  allege 
that  the  then  superintendent,  (Mr.  Camei 
on,)  had  purchased  an  engine  for  the  Stat( 
and  paid  an  amount  considerably  les 
than  the  amount  of  the  charge  against  th 
State;  but  as  the  maker  had  given  a  r< 
ceipt  acknowledging  the  payment  of  til  ; 
entire  sum  for  which  the  State  wascharpi 
the  committee  refused  to  permit  evident1 
to  be  given,  to  show  what  was  alleged  | 
be  the  true  State  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  Penniman  cautioned  the  Senator 
be  careful  how  he  adverted  to  the  procee 
ings  of  that  committee,  as  it  might  invoh 
Mr.  Cameron. 

Mr.  Kidder  resumed — 1  shall  not  bei 
timidated  by  the  threat  of  the  Senator  fro 
the  county.  I  made  no  charges,  and  i 
unkind  allusion  to  Mr.  Cameron,  and  the 
allegations  against  him  may  have  been  e 
tirely  false,  and  it  was  far  from  my  pi 
pose  to  drag  his  name  into  this  discussic 
or  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  his  chars 
ter ;  for  aught  I  know  he  is  a  high-mind  1 
and  honorable  man,  but  I  adverted  to"  d > 
circumstance  for  no  other  purpose  but  > 
exhibit  before  the  Senate,  the  wonderl 
change  that  has  since  come  over  two  i 
the  most  prominent  actors  in  urging  M 
passage  of  this  bill.  Then  they  emplr, 
ed  legal  technicalities  to  keep  out  evidei? 
from  before  the  committee,  now  they  e 
ready  to  pass  a  sentence  of  condemnati 
upon  the  present  Board,  without  evident 
without  reason,  and  without  justice;  vaj e 
assertion  is  adopted  as  truth,  and  rumo  *J 
evidence  of  guilt!  The  minority  of  'lt 
committee  made  a  report,  and  one  of  1 
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concluding  paragraphs  is  so  honorable  and 
just  in  sentiment,  that  I  beg  permission  to 
.  read  it.  After  dissenting  from  the  views 
of  the  majority,  and  exhibiting  in  bold  re¬ 
lief  the  injustice  of  the  charges  against 
the  Canal  Commissioners,  we  find  this  re¬ 
markable  and  prophetic  passage. 

“The  office  of  Canal  Commissioner  is 
arduous;  the  duties  are  as  various  as  the' 
responsibilities  are  important,  and  it  is  not 
'  strange  that  out  of  a  thousand  expectants 
who  seek  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  State,  on  her  canals  and  railroads,  and 
whose  wishes  cannot  be  gratified,  that 
there  should  be  dissatisfaction  and  discon¬ 
tent  ;  and  it  is  not  strange  that  many  out 
of  the  vast  numbers  grasping  for  public 
patronage,  should  indulge  their  morbid  sen¬ 
sibility,  by  turning  public  informers,  and 
when  the  charge  is  once  made,  sustain  it 
in  a  manner  alike  discreditable  to  them¬ 
selves,  and  unjust  towards  the  object  of 
their  attack.  The  history  of  the  times,  is 
replete  with  examples.” 

This  is  signed  by 

h  H.  B.  WRIGHT, 

R.  P.  FLENNIKEN, 
THOM.  M’ CULLY, 

E.  A.  PENN1MAN, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  greatly  admire  the  just 
and  noble  sentiment  of  this  report,  and  I 
might  with  great  propriety  adopt  this  ex¬ 
tract  as  my  text  upon  this  occasion,  but 
where  do  I  now  find  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  who  was  the  author  of  it,  and  the 
Senator  from  the  county,  (Mr.  Penniman?) 
What  a  change  has  come  over  them  !  So 
far  from  practising  the  amiable  virtues 
they  inculcate,  we  find  them  uniting  their 
forces,  and  violating  every  principle  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  them  two  years  ago  !  But, 
*in  order  to  estimate  their  present  positions, 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  when  they 
made  this  stout  and  manly  defence  of  the  j 
Commissioners,  our  internal  improvements 
were  not  yielding  one  dollar  in  revenue  to 
the  Commonwealth  above  the  expenses — 
when  we  learn  from  official  statements  that  | 
the  actual  revenue,  after  deducting  expenses  j 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  last  year  un-  ! 
der  the  supervision  of  the  present  Board,  \ 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-  i 
two  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents  J  A  j 
result  that  was  never  dreamed  of,  until  it  i 


was  demonstrated  by  facts  and  figures.  A 
a  time  when  darkness  and  despair  ha< 
shrouded  our  Commonwealth — when  busi 
ness  of  every  description  was  paralyzed— 
when  our  currency  was  almost  hopelessly 
deranged,  and  the  gulf  of  repudiation  wa; 
staring  us  in  the  face,  the  management  an< 
economy  of  our  improvement  system  hav» 
inspired  hope  and  confidence  !  And,  sir 
how  was  this  unexpected  intelligence  re 
ceived  by  the  people  of  this  Common 
wealth  ?  Did  they  send  forth  from  you 
hills  and  valleys  a  burst  of  execration 
against  the  present  Board  of  Canal  Com 
missioners  ?  Did  they  say  “  well  done 
good  and  faithful  servants,”  or  “  depart  y< 
cursed !”  Why,  sir,  one  long,  loud  ant 
deafening  voice  of  applause  came  up  t< 
this  capitol,  and  reverberated  through  thes^ 
halls.  For  a  time,  at  least,  clamor  an« 
faction  were  hushed  to  silence,  and  it  wa; 
not  until  the  appointments  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  made,  that  declamation  ant 
reproach  were  heard  within  these  walls. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact  tha 
there  has  been  no  expression  of  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  this  bill,  but  I  am  par 
tially  mistaken.  The  Senator  from  York 
who  is  the  editor  of  a  whig  paper,  has  ad 
vocated  this  measure  in  its  columns,  and 
believe  the  whig  papers  of  Pittsburg,  tht 
organs  of  the  Senator  from  Allegheny,  an 
out  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Darsie  explained — There  has  beei 
a  democratic  meeting  that  has  recom 
mended  it. 

Mr.  Kidder  resumed —  I  have  heard  al 
about  the  democratic  meeting  of  which  tin 
Senator  speaks,  and  I  have  learned  that  at 
effort  was  made  to  pass  resolutions  approv 
ing  of  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  tha 
it  was  broken  up  in  a  row. 

Mr.  Darsie — They  passed  resolutions 
approving  the  election  of  the  Canal  Com 
missioners  by  the  people. 

Mr,  Kidder — I  have  heard  that  somr 
such  resolution  was  published,  but  I  have 
never  learned  that  it  was  adopted  by  the 
meeting,  and  the  very  fact  of  the  distur 
bance  shows  that  there  was  no  uniform 
sentiment  in  favor  of  this  proposition.  ] 
do  not  believe  you  can  find  a  majority  o 
the  honest  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
of  any  party,  in  favor  of  the  provisions  o 
this  bill.  No  evidence  of  such  a  state  o 
feeling  has  been  presented  to  the  Legisla 
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ture ;  but  the  Senator  from  York,  (Mr. 
Cochran,)  alleges  that  the  whig  papers  are 
out  in  its  favor.  I  grant  it,  and  this  fur¬ 
nishes  one  strong  ground  of  my  opposition 
to  it.  When  l  see  the  whig  party  uniting 
its  forces  to  make  an  onset  upon  the  dem¬ 
ocratic  party,  I  at  once  take  the  alarm  and 
conclude  it  bodes  no  good.  But  whig  prin¬ 
ciples  furnish  an  interesting  subject  for 
contemplation.  During  the  administration 
of  Gov.  Ritner,  when  they  held  the  politi¬ 
cal  power  in  the  State,  this  same  proposi¬ 
tion  was  brought  forward  to  elect  the  Ca¬ 
nal  Commissioners  by  the  people,  and 
they  opposed  it  to  a  man !  Then  it  was 
all  right  to  permit  the  Governor  to  appoint 
these  officers ;  and  so  greedy  were  they 
for  the  spoils,  that  they  actually  legislated 
out  of  office  three  honest  and  competent 
Commissioners  appointed  by  Gov.  Wolf, 
four  months  before  their  term  of  service 
expired,  and  conferred  the  appointment  of 
a  new  Board  upon  Gov.  Ritner.  But  “  cir¬ 
cumstances  alter  cases” — they  now  profess 
a  great  love  for  the  people,  and  a  holy  hor¬ 
ror  at  the  appointment  of  these  officers  by 
the  Governor !  What  was  wrong  then,  is 
right  now ;  and  what  is  right  now,  was 
wrong  then  !  If  their  party  however  was 
nowin  the  ascendency,  we  should  hear  but 
little  about  submitting  this  matter  to  the 
people !  But  what  surprises  me  beyond 
measure  is,  to  see  some  of  my  democratic 
friends  on  this  occasion  rushing  in  and 
joining  in  this  clamor  against  the  Canal 
Commissioners.  I  arraign  no  man’s  mo¬ 
tives,  but  I  cannot  but  express  my  deep 
regret,  that  some  Senators  of  my  own 
party  should  be  induced  to  vote  for  the  first 
section  of  this  bill ;  and  my  surprise  and 
regret  are  increased  when  I  find  them  sus¬ 
taining  the  second  section.  The  Senator 
from  Allegheny,  (Mr.  Darsie,)  offered  an 
amendment  the  other  day,  providing  for 
the  election  of  one  whig,  and  my  demo¬ 
cratic  friend  from  Westmoreland,  (Mr. 
Hill,)  not  only  voted  for  it,  but  advocated 
its  passage  !  I  have  ever  entertained  the 
kindest  feelings  for  that  Senator,  but  his 
course  in  reference  to  this  amendment,  was 
to  me  unaccountable.  When  the  vvhigs 
held  the  power  and  patronage  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  did  we  find  them  on  any  occa¬ 
sion  recklessly  throwing  it  away,  or  divid¬ 
ing  it  with  us  ?  By  no  means — there  are 
no  half-way  measures  with  them — they 


hold  with  a  firm  grasp  what  they  have  got, 
and  get  as  much  more  as  they  can.  They 
are  like  a  unit.  But  as  strange  as  it  may9 
appear,  as  soon  as  the  democratic  party 
acquires  the  ascendency,  after  a  hard 
fought  struggle,  we  too  often  abandon  our 
vantage  ground  and  compromise  with  our 
political  enemies,  and  pave  the  way  for 
our  defeat.  But  such  a  compromise  will 
never  receive  my  assent.  I  believe  the 
principles  of  the  democratic  party  are  thos& 
of  honesty,  justice  and  truth ;  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  abandon  our  entire  improve¬ 
ment  system  to  the  chances  of  the  same 
plunder  and  extravagance  that  characterized 
their  management  under  the  late  adminis¬ 
tration.  Let  this  bill  become  a  law,  and 
my  word  for  it,  the  result  will  be  the  en¬ 
tire  prostration  of  our  system.  It  is  true 
we  have  a  democratic  majority  in  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  sufficient  to  elect  a  democratic 
Board,  but  it  is  well  understood  that  this 
bill  is  a  joint  partnership  transaction,  and 
that  it  was  carried  through  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  by  the  entire  whig  vote 
united  with  a  faction  of  democrats,  most 
of  whom  are  distinguished  for  their  hos-* 
tility  to  the  present  Executive.  The  same 
coalition  that  carried  the  bill  can  elect  the 
Commissioners.  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  regular  contract  in  reference  to  the 
division  of  the  spoils  ;  but  the  Senator 
from  Allegheny,  (Mr.  Darsie,)  fearing,  I 
suppose,  that  their  new  allies  could  not  be 
trusted,  offered  an  amendment  to  clinch 
the  bargain,  but  his  friends  opposed  it,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Senator  from  York,  (Mr. 
Cochran,)  preferring,  I  suppose,  to  let  the 
matter  stand  upon  the  basis  of  existing 
arrangements  !  It  is  in  vain  to  suppose 
that  the  present  Board,  or  any  member  of 
it,  would  be  elected  by  this  Legislature 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Thi^' 
would  not  subserve  the  purposes  of  its 
originators.  No,  sir,  there  must  be  a  clear 
sweep.  The  fiat  has  gone  forth,  and  the 
swarm  of  hungry  expectants  are  already 
gathering  around  the  capitol  eager  for  their 
prey. 

I  would  ask  Senators  to  pause  a  moment 
and  look  at  the  consequences  that  must 
inevitably  follow  the  final  consummation 
of  this  movement.  Within  ten  days  after 
the  passage  of  this  law,  the  present  Com¬ 
missioners  are  to  be  hurled  from  office,  and 
their  places  filled  by  three  men  entirely 
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macquainted  with  the  duty  of  the  station, 
rhis  will  happen  about  the  period  of  the 
•petling  of  Spring  navigation — a  time  the 
nost  critical  of  all  others,  and  requiring 
he  most  vigilant  attention  of  these  public 
)fficers.  But  without  experience,  and 
rithout  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  situ- 
itionof  the  different  lines  of  improvement, 
he  new  Board  will  be  called  upon  to  open 
he  navigation,  and  make  all  those  arrange- 
neAs  necessary  to  the  successful  opera- 
ion  of  the  season.  How  can  they  do  it? 
HVill  not  the  public  interest  be  likely  to 
uffer  deeply,  by  such  a  change  at  such  a 
ime  ?  And  when  it  is  remembered  that 
lot  a  single  reason  is  assigned  by  the 
riends  of  this  bill,  why  this  should  be 
lone,  I  must  confess  that  the  course  of 
ome  Senators  is  strange  and  anaccounta- 
ile !  In  addition  to  this,  the  new  Board 
rill  come  into  power  pledged  to  new  men 
.nd  new  interests,  and  consequently  bound 
o  make  a  universal  sweep  of  all  the  faith- 
ul  and  tried  officers  and  agents  upon  the 
lifferent  lines — new  offices  must  be  crea- 
ed  and  salaries  increased.  A  few  months 
ia^  by,  when  another  new  Board  are  to 
•e  elected  by  the  people,  and  come  into 
ffice  on  the  first  of  January  next.  It  can- 
lot  be  contended  with  any  show  of  proba- 
lility,  that  the  same  individuals  to  be 
lected  by  the  Legislature,  will  be  elected 
>y  the  people  next  fall.  New  men  will 
igain  be  selected,  and  these  again  will  be 
iledged  to  new  interests,  and  bound  to  car* 
y  out  the  wishes  of  their  friends.  In  the 
icramble  for  office  in  these  degenerate  days, 
t  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  make 
arge  and  liberal  promises  to  ensure  suc¬ 
cess,  and  a  failure  to  carry  them  out  is 
egarded  as  an  act  of  treachery  and  trea- 
lon.  A  second  sweep  must  therefore  be 
nlde,  and  the  officers  upon  our  canals  and 
ailroads  filled  with  new  recruits !  So 
hat  we  shall  have  the  strange  anomaly 
resented  in  Pennsylvania,  of  three  differ¬ 
ent  Boards  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and 
hree  different  sets  of  officers,  occupying 
he  same  stations  within  the  short  space  of 
)ne  year! 

Now,  sir,  I  would  ask  in  all  candor,  if 
he  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are  to  be 
eenefitted,  or  our  improvement  system  ele¬ 
vated  by  a  policy  so  mad  and  fluctuating 
is  this?  How  can  we  suppose  that  men 
tccupying  a  station  so  transitory,  and  so 


entirely  unacquainted  with  the  intricacies 
of  our  extended  system  of  improvements, 
and  brought  into  power  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  can  carry  out  those  searching 
reforms,  so  loudly  demanded  by  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  our  Commonwealth  ?  It  can¬ 
not,  it  will  not  be  done.  I  solemnly  regard 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  as  striking  a 
death  blow  to  our  entire  system,  and  the 
first  grand  step  to  the  destruction  of  our 
great  interests.  This  great  system  is  the 
result  of  twenty  years  labor,  and  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  thirty-six  millions  of  trea¬ 
sure.  Its  great  arteries  penetrate  our  State 
in  every  direction,  and  develope  our  bound¬ 
less  resources.  Again  let  loose  upon  this 
system  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
the  extravagance  of  former  years,  and  it 
sinks  forever  under  the  accumulated  weight. 
We  should  look  in  vain  to  our  improve¬ 
ments,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  would  be  precisely  what  I  suspect, 
some  of  the  movers  in  this  scheme  wish 
to  accomplish,  their  entire  abandonment  on 
the  part  of  the  State.  The  poeple,  disgust¬ 
ed  with  their  continued  mismanagement, 
would  become  eager  to  sell  or  even  give 
them  away  to  corporations,  in  order  to  es¬ 
cape  the  burthens  they  imposed. 

Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  I  have  steadily  opposed 
every  effort  to  sell  our  productive  improve¬ 
ments,  believing  that  under  prudent  man¬ 
agement,  they  would  become  an  active 
source  of  revenue,  and  eventually  pay  the 
cost  of  construction.  The  alarm  occasion¬ 
ed  by  our  present  financial  embarrassments 
has  never  for  a  moment  altered  my  opinion 
or  changed  my  position.  I  will  never  con¬ 
sent  to  transfer  our  main  lines  of  canals 
and  railroads  to  corporations,  and  place  the 
great  interests  of  this  Commonwealth  in 
the  iron  grasp  of  corporate  powers.  But 
1  think  I  can  see  in  the  consequences  that 
would  result  from  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  the  final  consummation  of  all  I  most 
dread. 

The  results  of  the  last  year,  show  con¬ 
clusively  the  capabilities  of  our  improve¬ 
ments  under  cautious  and  prudent  manage¬ 
ment.  If  they  have  yielded  a  clear  reve¬ 
nue  of  upwards  of  half  a  million ,  we  may 
safely  conclude  that  under  the  same  man¬ 
agement  the  ensuing  year,  a  sum  not  less 
than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  can  be 
saved  to  replenish  our  empty  coffers.  The 
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voice  that  has  come  up  to  us  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  has  been  against  the  extravagance  of 
the  system.  The  cry  is  rigid  economy. 
This  is  all  the  people  desire— this  is  all 
they  ask.  They  make  no  complaint  of 
the  manner  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Commissioners — they  do  not  ask  to  elect 
them.  If  the  Governor  calls  honest  and 
faithful  men  to  this  station,  they  are  satis¬ 
fied. 

If  the  people  were  to  elect  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  the  three  having  the  high¬ 
est  number  of  votes  would  be  elected.  In 
case,  therefore,  the  democratic  party  should 
be  divided,  three  whig  Commissioners 
would  assume  the  entire  control  of  our 
public  improvements,  and  dispense  the 
whole  patronage.  What  a  gratifying  ex¬ 
hibition  this  would  present  to  the  Senators 
from  Mercer,  Allegheny  and  Butler !  But, 
this  all  might  easily  happen  under  the  pro 
visions  of  this  bill.  The  office  would  be 
sought  after,  and  every  portion  of  the 
State  would  be  likely  to  bring  forward  a 
candidate,  and  the  highest  number  of  votes 
for  a  given  candidate  elects  him.  It  is  an 
office  of  trust  and  profit,  consequently  a 
strict  adherence  to  the  ticket  could  hardly 
be  expected — local  interest  and  local  feel¬ 
ing  would  predominate.  The  strange  spec¬ 
tacle  might  be  presented  of  a  democratic 
Governor,  and  a  large  democratic  majority 
in  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time  our  en¬ 
tire  internal  improvement  system  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  whigs!  Then,  again  would 
dawn  upon  us,  the  palmy  days  of  Ritner 
reform  !  Who  can  blame  our  whig  friends 
upon  this  floor  for  sustaining  this  measure 
in  one  solid  column.  Suppose  they  did  op¬ 
pose  the  same  measure  when  they  were 
in  power  ?  JThe  tables  are  now  turned, 
and  the  spoils  of  the  democratic  party  are 
the  fruits  of  their  success  !  They  have 
not  managed  the  matter,  however,  as  adroit¬ 
ly  here  as  they  did  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  while  this  bill  was  pend¬ 
ing  there.  I  he  storm  raged  there  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  among  the  democrats,  but  no 
wing  voice  was  heard  above  its  fury;  they 
laid  low,  but  when  the  vote  on  its  final  pas¬ 
sage  came,  the  whole  party  was  marshall¬ 
ed  in  one  solid  phalanx.  I  believe  not 
one  vote  was  lost.  All  this  was  prudent, 
for  if  the  whigs  had  openly  advocated  the 
bill,  it  might  have  placed  their  allies  on  the 
other  side  in  a  bad  predicament!  But, 
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when  it  came  into  the  Senate,  our  w. 

friends  could  not  restrain  themselves _ th 

over-stepped  all  bounds  of  prudence-,  a 
zealously  advocated  its  passage. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  were  to  pass  a  law 
elect  the  Canal  Commissioners,  how  cor 
it  be  successfully  carried  into  effect  ?  In 
der  to  harmonize  the  democratic  party, 
to  the  candidates,  a  State  Convention  mi 
be  called  for  the  express  purpose  every  ye; 
The  great  expense  attending  the  meeting 
such  an  assemblage  of  delegates  from  eve 
county  in  the  Commonwealth,  would 
imposing  a  burthen  that  but  few  woe 
bear.  If  the  delegates  of  the  most  cent) 
counties  only  assembled,  the  interests  a: 
feelings  of  the  party  would  seldom  be  h; 
monized,  and  the  result  would  be  disuni 
and  defeat.  Or  in  case  the  choice  shoe 
be  successful,  it  might  happen  to  fall  up 
an  individual  possessing  not  one  single  1 
quisite  qualification  for  the  office. 

Then  again,  if  our  public  improveme 
should  all  be  sold,  a  measure  which  1 
friends  of  this  bill  so  ardently  desire  a 
are  seeking  to  accomplish,  what  occasi 
shall  we  have  for  the  services  of  an^C 
nal  Commissioners  ?  Why  impose  up 
the  people  the  expense  and  trouble  of  ele* 
ing  a  permanent  Board,  and  the  burthe 
of  supporting  it  after  the  improvemei: 
have  all  past  from  our  hands  into  those 
corporations  ?  But  this  obvious  considei 
tion  seems  to  have  had  no  weight  or  infl 
ence  with  the  projectors  of  this  bill— tl 
deed  must  be  done  regardless  of  futu 
consequences ! 

But  on  referring  again  to  the  print 
speech  of  the  Speaker  in  the  other  branc 
which  has  been  sent  to  almost  every  hai 
let  in  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  purpo 
of  poisoning  the  public  mind,  and  presei 
ing  a  false  issue  to  the  people,  I  find  *'h 
the  present  Commissioners  are  chargi 
with  turning  their  office  into  a  “ politic 
huckster-shop ,”  and  that  they  have  h 
reference  to  a  particular  political  “  streal 
in  selecting  men  for  office.  Never  was 
charge  more  false,  and  known  to  be  so  1 
those  who  make  it.  I  believe  they  ha' 
appointed  democrats,  indiscriminately  wit 
out  reference  to  their  peculiar  notions  c 
the  subject  of  the  Presidency,  and  I  ha' 
the  most  positive  assurance,  that  they  ha 
never  examined  the  political  stripe  of  tl 
applicants  lor  office  !  This  miserable  fa 
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rication  had  its  origin  in  the  appointment  of 
a  collector  at  Berwick.  A  Mr.  Tate,  who 
iTadJjeld  the  office  for  four  years,  was  not 
re-appointed  on  the  first  of  last  February, 
and  a  Mr.  Gangwere  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  Both  Mr.  Tate  and  Mr.  Gangwere, 
are  the  joint  editors  und  proprietors  of  a 
democratic  paper  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  Mr.  Buchanan.  The  change  was  from 
gne  partner  to  another,  and  if  Mr.  Tate 
under  the  impulse  of  disappointment  let 
fall  an  expression  on  which  this  charge 
was  based,  he  immediately  retracted  it 
upon  paper.  These  I  am  credibly  inform¬ 
ed  are  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  yet  this 
slander  embodied  in  the  form  of  a  printed 
speech,  has  been  industriously  circulated 
through  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  after  the  clearest 
evidence  has  been  exhibited  of  its  falsehood, 
it  has  still  been  reiterated  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Commissioners  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  an  unpleasant  duty 
for  me  to  review  the  subject  matter  of  this 
^peech,  to  which  I  have  already  adverted. 
The  author  of  it  is  from  my  own  county, 
but  the  statements  contained  in  it,  are  so 
strange  when  taken  in  connection  with 
what  are  understood  to  be  the  true  facts, 
that  justice  to  the  parties  accused  demands 
from  my  hands  a  brief  notice.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session, 
there  were  two  supervisors  upon  the  North 
Branch  canal  from  Northumberland  to 
Lackawanna,  a  distance  of  seventy-two 
miles — one  had  charge  of  about  seventeen 
miles  of  canal,  and  the  other  the  balance 
of  the  line.  These  men  were  appointed 
by  the  influence  of  the  author  of  this 
speech,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  he 
^sought  to  get  them  both  continued;  but 
the  Canal  Commissioneas  reformed  them 
both  out,  and  appointed  but  one  supervi¬ 
sor  from  Northumberland  to  Athens,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-miles  !  By 
this  operation,  the  expenses  of  the  line 
were  reduced  at  least  one-half.  The  indi¬ 
vidual  alluded  to  was  opposed  to  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  and  it  is  said  offered  to  sustain 
the  Commissioners  manfully,  if  the  ap¬ 
pointments  on  th^  North  Branch  were 
made  to  suit  him  !  At  the  same  time,  they 
were  threatened  with  vengeance,  in  case 
they  pursued,  a  different  course.  This  was 
the  weapon  that  was  wielded  over  their 
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heads.  But  the  reform  was  made,  and  the 
threat  has  been  put  in  execution  ! 

Now,  sir,  in  this  speech  which  I  have 
so  often  adverted  to,  I  find  this  remarkable 
passage  : 

“  I  stand  here  this  day,  not  to  carry  out 
feelings  of  private  malice,  or  personal  re¬ 
venge.” 

The  country  can  judge  of  the  sincerity 
of  this  declaration.  The  truth  is,  sir,  that 
this  matter  of  legislating  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  out  of  office  had  its  entire  ori¬ 
gin  in  personal  feeling,  and  by  an  unnatu¬ 
ral  alliance  with  the  whig  party,  it  is 
sought  to  be  accomplished.  It  is  said,  too, 
that  a  certain  individual  preferred  a  claim 
for  a  bridge,  and  offered  to  commute  it  for 
six  hundred  dollars  in  money.  I  have 
heard  too,  that  this  claim  was  not  allowed, 
and  that  threats  followed.  Still  it  is  al¬ 
leged  that  there  is  no  personal  feeling  in 
this  matter ! 

During  the  discussion  yesterday,  I  un¬ 
derstood  the  Senator  from  Mercer,  (Mr. 
Stewart,)  to  charge  the  Commissioners 
with  placing  trucks  upon  the  Columbia 
railroad,  and  forming  a  boat  connection 
to  Pittsburg,  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
break  down  individual  enterprise. 

Mr.  Stewart  explained. 

Mr.  Kidder  resumed — 1  am  authorized 
to  state,  that  no  such  arrangement  has  been 
made,  and  that  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 
truth  in  the  charge,  but  it  is  in  admirable 
keeping  with  the  overwhelming  tide  of 
defamation  that  has  swept  over  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  and  pervaded  these  halls.  This 
enterprise  must  be  carried  through  at  all 
hazard,  and  success  will  sanctify  the 
means  ! 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  contract 
for  conveying  passengers  on  the  Columbia, 
railroad,  entered  into  by  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  with  Wilson  &  Cameron,  and 
it  has  been  made  a  grave  subject  of  com¬ 
plaint.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  abstract  of 
the  terms  of  this  contract,  and  it  is  a  remark¬ 
able  circumstance  that  professed  reformers 
can  have  the  hardihood  to  make  this  a 
ground  of  attack. 

Under  the  former  arrangement,  the  fare 
from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia  was  $3  25 
on  each  passenger.  Of  this  sum  the  Stair 
received  but  $1  64  for  the  use  of  the  roar 
and  motive  power,  and  the  contractus 
$1  61.  Under  the  contract  with  Wilsor 
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&  Cameron,  entered  into  by  the  present 
Board,  the  fare  on  each  passenger  for  the 
same  distance  is  reduced  to  $2  87,  and  of 
this  the  State  receives  $2  46,  and  the  con¬ 
tractors  but  41  cents.  It  is  well  known 
that  under  the  former  arrangement  the  fare 
was  too  high,  which  had  a  tendency  to 
drive  off  travel  upon  other  routes,  to  the 
serious  injury  of  the  public  service.  The 
result  was  the  contractor  received  an  enor¬ 
mous  profit,  whilst  the  State  was  impover¬ 
ished.  Now  the  fare  is  reduced,  which 
will  insure  more  travel — the  profit  to  the 
State  isincreased — and  that  of  the  contrac¬ 
tor  is  diminished.  An  accurate  calculation 
shows,  that  the  Commonwealth  under  the 
present  arrangement, receives  twenty-seven 
dollars  more  upon  every  hundred  passen¬ 
gers,  than  under  the  former  state  of  things ! 
And  for  doing  this,  the  Canal  Commission¬ 
ers  must  be  legislated  out  of  office  !  And 
these  are  the  principles  of  reform.  How 
does  it  happen  that  we  have  been  besieged 
by  the  transporters — their  agents  and  emis¬ 
saries,  since  the  commencement  of  this 
session?  I  make  no  personal  allusions 
against  particular  individuals,  but  really  I 
have  heard  and  seen  some  strange  things. 
These  men  every  one  of  them  are  urging 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  and  month  after  month, 
like  a  troop  of  harpies,  they  have  hovered 
over  the  deliberations  of  this  Legislature, 
and  administered  the  sweetest  aliment  to 
this  attack. 

A  strange  development  occurred  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  transporters  a  few  months 
ago.  It  was  ascertained  that  they  had 
united  themselves  together  in  a  secret  as¬ 
sociation,  for  the  purpose  of  monopolizing 
the  whole  carrying  business  between  the 
east  and  west.  A  regular  lodge  was  form¬ 
ed,  and  the  most  blasphemous  oaths  ad¬ 
ministered,  in  order  to  insure  secrecy. 
By  these  rules  and  regulations  they  could 
elevate  or  depress  the  price  of  freight,  and 
drive  all  individual  enterprise  from  our 
improvements.  The  Canal  Commission¬ 
ers  developed  the  conspiracy,  and  caused 
them  to  be  convicted  and  punished.  For 
this  they  will  never  be  forgiven. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  inquire  how  the 
Senators  from  York  and  Allegheny,  who 
have  such  a  holy  horror  for  masonry , 
relish  such  a  secret  association  as  this  ? 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  in  pursuance 


of  a  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  were  authorized  to  put  trucks 
upon  the  Columbia  and  Portage  railroad. 
Heretofore  they  have  been  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  transporting  companies,  which 
enabled  them  to  drive  individual  enterprize 
from  our  improvements.  No  private  citi¬ 
zen,  with  moderate  means,  was  able  to  com¬ 
pete  with  them. 

It  was  found  that  their  exactions  were  so 
great,  that  western  produce,  coming  up  the 
Ohio,  was  arrested  at  Wheeling,  and  took 
the  route  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail¬ 
road,  in  place  of  coming  over  our  improve¬ 
ments  to  Philadelphia.  The  purchase  of 
trucks  by  the  State  has  had  the  effect  to 
destroy  the  monopoly  of  the  transporters,  i 
and  win  the  trade  of  the  west  through  its 
regular  channel.  For  several  years  past 
these  transporting  companies  have  been 
pressing  in  their  applications  to  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  for  a  reduction  of  the  tolls. 
Their  specious  representations  have  been 
too  successful ;  but  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
statement  showing  the  relative  rate  of  toll 
and  freight  for  the  years  1841-2-3,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  as  often  as  they  ha^, 
secured  a  reduction  of  toll,  they  have  fail¬ 
ed  to  make  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
freight,  by  which  means  they  have  enrich¬ 
ed  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  These  are  the  men  and  such 
are  the  influences  urging  forward  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  bill.  The  present  Commis¬ 
sioners  have  looked  to  the  interest  of  the 
State,  rather  than  their  interest,  and  for 
this  they  must  be  legislated  out  of  office, 
and  more  pliant  instruments  secured ! 

Many  misrepresentations  have  been 
made  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  these 
trucks,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  sec¬ 
tion  boats.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
ascertain  the  facts.  At  the  time  of  th(r 
passage  of  the  law  authorizing  the  Com¬ 
missioners  to  place  them  upon  the  road,  a 
certain  Mr.  Dougherty,  I  believe,  claimed 
to  be  the  exclusive  owner  of  those  in  use. 
The  Canal  Commissioners  offered  to  pur¬ 
chase  from  him,  and  pay  whatever  price 
competent  and  disinterested  individuals 
might  appraise  them  at,  in  order  to  do  him 
no  injustice.  They  were  appraised  at 
$1300  per  set.  Thia,  Dougherty  refused 
to  take,  and  they  subsequently  offered  him 
$1800  per  set;  but  he  demanded  $2500, 
notwithstanding  they  were  much  worn 
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and  injured.  They  refused  to  pay  this  ex¬ 
travagant  sum,  when  they  were  able  to 
purchase  those  entirely  new  for  $2000  per 
set.  Such  I  am  informed  are  the  facts, 
and  still  this  transaction,  so  honorable  to 
the  Commissioners,  and  beneficial  to  the 
State,  is  seriously  urged  as  a  ground  of 
complaint  by  those  interested. 

So,  you  see,  sir,  that  as  often  as  we  ex¬ 
amine  and  dissect  these  charges,  the  bub¬ 
ble  bursts,  and  “  vanishes  into  air;”  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  history 
of  this  crusade  against  these  officers,  that 
every  official  act  of  theirs  will  bear  the 
closest  scrutiny.  I  suppose  this  bill  will 
pass  the  Legislature  ;  but  should  it  become 
a,  law  we  may  bid  farewell  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  system  of  Pennsylvania.  It  will 
prove  the  death  knell  to  our  hopes.  Our 
railroads  and  canals  will  soon  be  transfer¬ 
red  to  corporations,  and  what  the  locusts 
have  left,  they  will  gather.  Far  better 
would  it  have  been  for  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth,  if  a  spade  had  never  been 
struck,  than  that  they  should  suffer  the  con¬ 
sequences  we  are  about  to  entail.  Let  this 
fill  once  become  a  law  and  the  deed  is  done, 
.t  will  be  too  late  to  retrace  our  steps — if 
ve  take  the  plunge,  we  cannot  recede.  Be¬ 
sides,  what  a  beautiful  example  we  are 
etting,  of  legislating  men  out  of  office, 
or  no  other  reason  than  because  they  are 
tonest  and  capable,  and  have  managed  the 


public  works  with  a  single  eye  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth ! 

Mr.  Speaker — the  times  are  certainly 
ominous,  and  if  there  is  cause  to  despair 
of  the  Republic,  it  is  furnished  by  the  re¬ 
cognition  of  such  a  principle  as  this.  How 
was  it  with  the  Grecian  Republics,  when 
it  became  the  order  of  the  day  to  ostracise 
their  best  citizens  ?  they  tumbled  into  ruin. 
So  it  was  in  ancient  Rome,  when  patriot¬ 
ism  was  banished  from  the  council  board, 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  sacked  the  city. 
So  it  will  be,  too  with  our  improvements. 
Drive  away  by  your  invidious  legislation, 
honest  and  capable  men  from  their  man¬ 
agement,  and  the  Goths  and  the  Vandals 
will  find  them  an  easy  prey.  What  honest 
man  will  hereafter  assume  the  duties  of 
such  a  station  if  he  is  to  fall  a  victim  to  his 
integrity  of  purpose. 

No  man  has  higher  confidence  than  my¬ 
self  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  but 
I  repeat  that  they  have  not  asked  for  this 
change.  Other  motives  prompt  the  actors 
here. 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  consuming  so 
much  time  in  this  discussion,  but  in  justice 
to  mv  own  views,  I  could  not  well  have 
consumed  less.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  at¬ 
tention  I  have  received  from  the  hands  of 
the  Senate,  and  shall  conclude  by  protest¬ 
ing  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
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